
 

 
  

Administrative Offices: 1337 S. Cesar E. Chavez Drive, Milwaukee, WI 53204  •  (414) 672-1353  •  www.sschc.org 
   

For Additional Information:  
Alison True, Director of Communications  
Office: 414-897-5171 | Cell: 414-522-6561  
Alison.True@sschc.org 

 

SIXTEENTH STREET COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AWARDED $285,500 IN FEDERAL FUNDING  
TO COMBAT OPIOID CRISIS 

Critical funding to facilitate increased bilingual substance abuse screening, services and training 
 
Milwaukee, Wis. (October x) – Sixteenth Street Community Health Centers received $285,500 in 

funding to combat the opioid crisis through the 2018 Expanding Access to Quality Substance Use 

Disorder and Mental Health Services (SUD-MD) Award. 

This funding comes at a critical time as the city and state continue to struggle with the opioid crisis. 

Sixteenth Street is well-positioned to leverage these dollars to the fullest and maximize impact with the 

opening of its newest clinic on 27th Street and Layton Avenue. Through offering medical, behavioral 

health, child and adolescent day treatment and substance use services, Sixteenth Street’s Layton Clinic is 

filling critical gaps in care for residents of Milwaukee’s south side and across the city and has the 

potential to do even more. 

“These awards are so important because they fund on the ground programming that will directly 

enhance our capacity to both train providers around substance abuse standards and put more 

individuals into care,” said Dr. Julie Schuller, President and CEO of Sixteenth Street Community Health 

Centers. “We have a built a strong relationship with the community and they trust us with their care. 

But we have to make sure we have the capacity to get every individual struggling with substance abuse 

that comes to us into treatment – and it’s funding like this that allows us to expand bandwidth to do just 

that.” 

The increased funding will be funneled directly into a variety of substance abuse provider positions, 

programming and training that will allow Sixteenth Street to increase the number of patients screened 

for and receiving Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse (AODA) and Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) 

services, as well as provide educational resources, prescriber training and other industry standard 

training around the prescription of opioids. 

“It’s important that we have a full circle approach when addressing the issue of opioids. We need to 

make sure people are effectively screened and connected to the proper treatment, and we try to do as 

much of that as possible in house to break down barriers,” said Maria Perez, PhD, VP of Behavioral 

Health at Sixteenth Street. “Our care is unique because we are able to provide individuals with an 

integrated treatment model of AODA therapy, MAT and medical care all in the same place – in English or 

Spanish.” 
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About Sixteenth Street 

For almost 50 years, Sixteenth Street Community Health Centers has been helping and healing our 

community, providing quality, family-based health care, health education and social services free from 

linguistic, cultural and economic barriers. Nearly 40,000 individuals rely on Sixteenth Street for adult and 

pediatric medical services, behavioral health counseling and treatment, chronic disease management, 

supportive social services and health education. Sixteenth Street is accredited by The Joint Commission 

and recognized as a Patient Centered Medical Home by the National Committee for Quality Assurance. 

Learn more at www.sschc.org.  
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